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World-class Universities’ Disciplinary Selection and Distribution:
Based on the 2015 QS University Subject Rankings

Wang Xiao-li Peng Zheng-xia
(Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an, Shanxi 710049, China)

Abstract Based on the 2015 QS University Subject Rankings, we chose 12 world-class universities to analyze
the characteristics of these universities on the discipline setting and layout. The results indicate that World-
class universities do not have a full range of disciplines, but the main basic disciplines are complete and
abundant and they highlight the key application disciplines. Secondly, universities differ in the form of discipline
development which can be categorized as the balanced development and the unbalanced development, reflecting
the uniqueness of each university in terms of the path and philosophy of their discipline development. Thirdly, it
is manifested that in terms of discipline selection, world-class universities usually adopt a differentiation strategy
that can be described as “either unique or elite”.
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88-



