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Cai Yuanpei: The Founder of Modern Education in China

CHEN Hong-jie CAI Lei-luo
( School of Education, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract CaiYuanpei advocated independence of education and academic freedom in all his life. As the
first Minister of Education, he strongly advocated aesthetic education and put it into practice, thus laying the
foundation for the mission of education during the Republic of China. When he was the President of Peking
University, tremendous changes took place and it was successfully transformed into a modern university. As the
President of Academia Sinica, he established the first national research institute and insisted on the principle
of academic freedom. In a word Cai was the founder of modern education of China due to his everlasting
contributions to the modernization of education and institutionalization of academic research.
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