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‘An Investigation about Chinese Social Assertion
of Territorial Waters Fishery in the Late Qing Dynasty

LIU Li-min
(Department of History ,Hunan Normal University ,Changsha 410081 ,China)

Abstract: At the beginning of early 20th century, the great powers coveted the coastal fishery resource of China,
they tried to infringe on fishery in coastal waters, which directly infringed on the territorial waters fishery of China. This
action aroused the public concern in China. During the process of defending foreign infringement of fishery, a social
consciousness of territorial waters fishery emerged in Qing dynasty. Japanese infringement on Chinese fishery was the
most obvious one, which produced vocal opposition from the Qing government. Besides Japan, Germany also rented
lands in Jiaozhou Bay and set up fishing companies. These activities alert sectional Chinese. In order to resist the
infringement on fishery from foreigners, the society set off a wave of founding new-style fishing companies at the
initiative of Zhang Qian et al. This activity had a great affection on the formation of the consciousness about territorial
waters for China. It made sectional officials have a relatively clear consciousness of territorial waters fishery. Soon after
that, Zhang Jian and the others took part in the fishing tournament in Milan with the strong support from the commerce
ministry. They attempted to show the Chinese image of protecting rights and asserting sea power to the world. Though
they didn't assert the sea power effectively, these efforts of asserting fishery at that time are still worthy of recognition.

Key words: Territorial Waters ; Infringement of fishery ; Fishing Tournament ; Sea Power
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