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On Lu You’s Family Learning and Weinan Essays

ZHANG Xing-wu

(Research Center for Chinese Literature and Documentation, Hangzhou Normal

University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: Benefiting from his family learning, the style of Lu You’s essays was featured with grace and elegance. As a young
boy, he received a strict family education from his grandfather and father. He made a gradual progress in his scholastic learning
when he was getting older. Lu You did not focus on a particular area, but his literary creation is fully illustrated with the combi-
nation of classical allusions, arts of word explanation, and comparison of academic gains and losses. Besides, his travel notes
also reflected his comprehensive scholasfic accomplishment, and his broad knowledge of inscriptions and geography. All his lit-
erary creation not only enriched the connotation of his family learning, but also added new approaches for poem interpretation
and comments. On the other hand, in his miscellaneous historical notes, Lu You fully inherited his grandfather and father’s con-
cepts and approaches of studies of the Spring and Autumn Annals, in which he applied sublime words with deep meanings for the
historical narrative in a strict and brief manner. Indeed, Lu You kept his rigorous thinking logic and tradition for the study of
classic historical works, and many of his’essays, very similar to notes, reflected the principle of “applying theory to practice”
by frequent supplements and corrections. In a word, the interaction of academic research and literary creation entitled his essays
with a totally unique style, and thus it is of great demonstrative value from this perspective.

Key words: Lu You; family learning; essay; interaction
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