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Family and Children’s Political Cognition

JI Nai-li', LI Zhi-liang', WANG Yan’
(1. Nankai University Zhou Enlai School of Government, Tianjin 300071; 2. Tianjin Academy of Social Sciences

Institute of Jurisprudence, Tianjin 300071)

Abstract: Families and households are an important element of political socialization. However, as such

they are understudied in China’s academia. Families exert multiple influences on a society’s political scene, and

its impact on children’s political cognition is enormous. Surveys done in Tianjin and Chongqing on children

reveal that a family’s socio —economic status, mothers’ professional occupation, child —parent intimacy and

families’ educational approach, etc., significantly impact a child’s political cognition.

We therefore must

emphasize the importance of family education alongside school education.

Key words: family; children; political cognition; identification with political leaders



